As we complete our seventh year as Journal of Vascular Surgery Editors and enter our final year of Editorial leadership in January, we reflect with pride on what has been accomplished during our tenure and are confident in our optimism for the Society for Vascular Surgery's family of peer-reviewed journals' continued success when we pass the reigns of the Journal to our successors in July.
This year we introduced the third Society for Vascular Surgery peer-reviewed publication, Journal of Vascular Surgery Cases, an open access, online-only, peer-reviewed journal devoted to publication of the highest quality case reports.
There has never been a more exciting time for specialists devoted to the diagnosis and medical, surgical, and endovascular treatment of patients with circulatory disease. In part as the result of the rapid development and introduction into clinical practice of new technologies, medical information is being generated at an unprecedented volume and speed. During the past decade, we have witnessed an exponential growth in the number of highquality manuscripts submitted to the Journal of Vascular Surgery. Because of the ever-increasing number of submissions in recent years, an increasing number of excellent manuscripts could not be accepted for publication. In part, this led us to introduce 3 years ago the Journal of Vascular Surgery: Venous and Lymphatic Disorders, not only to recognize the prevalence and importance of venous and lymphatic diseases but also to expand our publication capacity.
Likewise, during the past decade, we have received a rapidly growing number of excellent case reports and have faced the same page limitations in the publication of many high-quality submissions. Therefore, we proposed to the Society for Vascular Surgery and our publisher, Elsevier, the introduction of a scientific publication of the highest quality devoted exclusively to case reports. As we complete the initial year of its publication, we are very pleased with the product and its value to our readership and optimistic about its future success.
Our enthusiasm for the development of the Journal and our confidence in its future success are based on several factors. First, surveys have made it very clear to us that our subscribers enjoy reading focused case presentations with important clinical lessons. Second, whereas many practitioners, especially in community practice and internationally, may not have sufficiently large clinical volume to publish formal case series, they care for patients at times with unusual clinical problems or carry out innovative therapies they may wish to share with the vascular surgical community. The Journal of Vascular Surgery Cases will provide an opportunity to publish their reports under the banner of the highly respected Journal of Vascular Surgery. Further, during our term of Editorial leadership, we also believed that continued success in any endeavor requires maintaining one's core values and adhering to one's fundamental mission while continuously adapting strategies to a changing world. In fact, the world of academic publishing has been rapidly evolving, and one of the most significant changes has been the growth of open access publishing. It is within that context that we introduced the Journal of Vascular Surgery Cases. This new journal, devoted exclusively to the publication of the highest-quality case reports, represents the Society's first open access publication. In addition to allowing us to enter this new publishing model, it will allow us to increase publication of case reports, a manuscript type that is extremely popular among our readership. How such a radical change in business model would affect an established print journal such as the Journal of Vascular Surgery is unknown. Establishing this new open access journal, based on case reports, provides the Society for Vascular Surgery and the publisher an opportunity to "test the open access waters" in vascular surgery. In that regard, the open access fee we negotiated with the publisher for articles accepted for this Journal is quite reasonable and is dwarfed by the going rate for full clinical papers.
We encourage the submission of high-quality case reports and vascular images in the areas of arterial, venous, and lymphatic diseases, including the placement and maintenance of arteriovenous dialysis access, with an emphasis on the practicing physician. It is our vision that this publication will provide clinically important information to vascular surgeons, interventionists, phlebologists, wound care specialists, and other allied health professionals with an interest in circulatory diseases. We simplified the submission process by having manuscripts for this are excited that we will be able to publish an increasing number of high-quality case reports but also that this information will be freely and rapidly available to our readership.
Entering this New Year, our final as your Editors, we remain mindful of our responsibility to our readership and dedicated to continually improving the quality of our publishing products. We wish you all a wonderful holiday season and a happy, healthy, and peaceful New Year.
